SH75E MHEILFEFEFRR FBER-—BAFHARREE
ASa=4Hh—3VEE I -1
REIBREARJIEBATE L,

11 LUFORXZFHA, ZTORNEITH > TEXRITERASNA TV S RFF B REEZET K%
RAWTKROFMICEA RSV, () NIIF—@afli+Ts 2L,

Fireworks. Hot dogs. Bands marching down Main Street. These are the pictures that come to
many people’s minds when they think of U.S. holidays. But the United States is a vast country made
up of people from many different cultures, and the celebration of holidays reflects this diversity.

In the Chinatown section of San Francisco, rice and snow peas are a part of many holiday meals.
In New Mexico, one might enjoy chili peppers, pinatas, and Mexican music on the Fourth of July. In
Hawaii, one popular way to celebrate a holiday is with a feast, or /uau, which has been a Hawaiian
tradition for centuries. When celebrating Thanksgiving, Hawaiians give it their own special flavor.
They might place pumpkins by the door, but there may also be a turkey or a pig cooking in the
underground oven, or 1mu.

Cooking in an imu is an ancient Hawaiian custom that requires much work and cooperation
among family members. Preparations begin several days before Thanksgiving, when the family goes
down to the beach to find smooth, rounded lava stones. They choose the stones carefully for their
shape and size. More importantly, they need to choose the stones that do not have holes to prevent
from explosion when they are heated.

To prepare the imu, the men first dig a large hole in the shape of a bowl about three feet wide
and two feet deep. They then put the lava rocks on the bottom and sides of the hole. Firewood is cut
and collected, ready for the holiday morning when people start a fire inside the hole. Finally, the
lava rocks get so hot that they become red and white. The fire is then put aside, and several of the
hot rocks are placed inside the turkey or pig. The meat is then wrapped in the long, broad leaves of
the ¢ plant and tied up tightly with wire.

Before the pig or turkey is placed in the imu, cut pieces of banana plant are put on the hot
rocks. The white, juicy lining of this plant makes a lot of steam, but it can also cause a bitter taste,
so tI leaves are layered over it. Finally, the pig or turkey is placed in the imu, along with sweet
potatoes, pineapple, vegetables, and even fresh fish—all wrapped in ¢/ leaves. More hot rocks are
spread over the bundles of food, then more #ileaves, a layer of wet sacks, and a covering. People put
dirt back into the hole and patted down smoothly.

Three to four hours later, the bundles of cooked food are taken out, uncovered, and placed on

big plates, ready for a different kind of Thanksgiving meal, cooked and served Hawaiian style.
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1 Question: What is one of the reasons why American people celebrate holidays
differently?
Answer : Because the country consists of people from diverse ( @O ).
2  Question: In order to prevent explosion, what types of rocks are good to use for cooking

in the imu?

Answer : Rocks without ( @ ) are appropriate to be used for cooking.
3  Question: Why are tileaves used with pieces of banana plant for cooking food in the
mu?
Answer : Because the ( (@ ) taste of banana leaves can decrease thanks to ¢
leaves.
4  Question: What do Hawaiian people use to wrap different types of food when cooking

in the imu?

Answer They use ( @ ) leaves to wrap food for cooking in the imu.
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July 9, 2005, was an important day at the Smithsonian National Zoological Park in Washington,
D.C. The zoo had a new arrival that morning: Tai Shan, the first baby of Tian Tian and Mei Xiang,
male and female giant pandas. Tai Shan’s birth, like any panda’s, was a cause for celebration. In the
first three months that the cub was on public display following his birth, visits to the zoo increased
by 50 percent over previous years.

Around the world, protection centers and zoos like the Smithsonian are working to make sure
that pandas survive, whatever the cost. But what makes these animals so special? In addition to
their cuteness, their scarcity makes them important: giant pandas are extremely rare. Even other
endangered animals—tigers, gorillas, Asian elephants—exceed them, both in the wild and in
captivity. Recently, China reported that about 1,590 of the pandas survive in the hills of Sichuan,
Shaanxi, and Gansu provinces. In captivity, there are only about 200: some are in the U.S. and a few
others are in Mexico, Japan, Thailand, Germany, and Austria. Most captive pandas, however, are in

zoos and research centers in their native China.



Their shortage makes pandas precious, but caring for them isn’t easy. The cost of hosting a
giant panda at each zoo can cost more than 2.5 million U.S. dollars a year, and that’s without babies.
Add a couple of cubs (nearly a half of all panda births produce twins), and the bill approaches four
million dollars. Of course, at any zoo, the arrival of a panda or the birth of cubs brings an increase
in attendance, but the crowds rarely mean sufficient revenue. Even with tickets and gift shop sales,
no zoo has collected enough money to offset the costs of hosting one of these animals.

Why is taking care of the pandas so expensive? At most zoos, these animals get the best of
everything: comfortable habitats, good doctors and keepers, tasty and nutritious food, and a variety
of toys to play with. In the U.S. alone, this level of care costs millions of dollars a year. In addition,
every year, each zoo in other countries sends China a million dollars for the protection of pandas and
their remaining habitat. China uses these funds to create education programs for schools near
protected areas, and to grow and protect the panda's bamboo forests.

Given the enormous cost of caring for these animals, what exactly are the benefits of raising
pandas in captivity? For one thing, it has led to a number of successful births. In recent years, the
captive-panda population has increased dramatically. Record numbers of cubs have been born, with
much better chances for survival rates. A decade ago, at the Wolong Nature Reserve in China, at
least half the twins and many of the single cubs died as babies. Today, new care and feeding methods,
such as regular health checks for mother pandas and more nutritious food, have improved the
chances for survival of captive pandas in zoos in China and around the world. All those cubs have
pushed the captive population closer to a magic number: 300. With that many pandas, says
population biologist Jon Ballou, “we can have a self-sustaining captive population and maintain 90

percent of giant panda genetic variation for a long time.”
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